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NORFOLK

Office of the City Attorney

May 24, 2016

To the Honorable Council
City of Norfolk, Virginia

BERNARD A. PISHKO
City Attorney
WAYNE RINGER
MARY L. NEXSEN
NATHANIEL BEAMAN 1V
MARTHA P. McGANN
CYNTHIA B. HALL
JACK E. CLOUD
HEATHER A. MULLEN
DEREK A. MUNGO
TAMELE YVETTE HOBSON
NADA N. KAWWASS
ADAM D. MELITA
MICHELLE G. FOY
MATTHEW P. MORKEN
HEATHER L. KELLEY
ERIKKA M. MASSIE
ZACHARY A, SIMMONS
KARLA ). SOLORIA
ALEX H. PINCUS

Re: Council Electronic Communication from Remote Location

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

Attached is an ordinance approving and governing a policy allowing a
Council member to participate in Council meetings remotely by electronic

communication in accordance with Va. Code §2.2-3708.

Respectfully,

Bernard A. Pishko
City Attorney

BAP:Im
Attachment

810 Union Street, Suite 900 = Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 664-4529 * Fax: (757) 664-4201
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Office of the City Attorney NORFOLK VIRGINIA DEPT.

ORDINANCE No.

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A POLICY ALLOWING FOR AND
GOVERNING PARTICIPATION OF MEMBERS OF THE NORFOLK CITY
COUNCIL IN A MEETING BY ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION MEANS
FROM A REMOTE LOCATION.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Norfolk:

Section 1:- That the attached policy allowing for and
governing participation of members of the Norfolk City Council
in a meeting by electronic communication means from a remote
location that is not open to the public, as provided by Section
2.2-3708.1 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, is hereby

- approved.

Section 2:- That upon adoption the attached policy shall be
strictly and uniformly applied, without exception to the entire
membership, and without regard to the identity of the member
requesting remote participation or the matters that will Dbe
considered or voted on at the meeting.

Section 3:- That this ordinance shall be in effect from and
after its adoption.



Policy and Limits of Remote
Participation in City Council Meetings

1. Qualifying Reasons

A member of a public body may participate in a meeting
through electronic communication means from a remote location
that is not open to the public.

a. On or before the day of a meeting, a
member of the public body holding the meeting
notifies the chair of the public body that such
member ig unable to attend the meeting due to an
emergency or personal matter and identifies with
specificity the nature of the emergency or perscnal
matter, and the public body holding the meeting
records in its minutes the specific nature of the
emergency or personal matter and the remote
location from which the member participated. If a
member’s participation from a remote location is
digapproved because such participation would
violate the attached policy, such disapproval shall
be recorded in the minutes with specificity.

Such participation by the member shall be
limited each calendar year to two meetings or 25
percent of the meetings of the public body,
whichever is fewer; or

b. A member of a public body notifies the
chair of the public body that such member is unable
to attend a meeting due to a temporary or permanent
digability or other medical condition that prevents
the member’s physical attendance and the public
body records that this fact and the remote location
from which the member participated in its minutes;
or

2, Other Requirements

a. Participation by a council member is only
authorized if a quorum of the Norfolk City Council is
physically assembled at the primary or central meeting
location.



b. The Norfolk City Council shall make
arrangements for the voice of the absent council member
to be heard by all persons in attendance at the primary
or central meeting location.




